CONTINENTAL AUTOMOTIVE Fax:248-393-8722 Apr 30 2008 16:21 P. 03 

AP 10454 
Patent Claims: 

I. -10. Canceled 

II. (Currently amended) A printed circuit board (1. 1') comprising strip 
conductors for electronic circuits and connections for a voltage supply unit 
being equipped with at least one SMD-component and additional parts 
that are soldered in a suitable manner, said voltage supply unit being 
connected to at least one supplying strip conductor (2), 

wherein at least one of the supplying strip conductors (2) includes a break 
which is bridged in a conductive manner by means of a fuse bridge (6), 
said fuse bridge (6) consisting of or comprising a basic material, the 
melting point of which is lower than the melting point of the material of 
which the strip conductors are made 

wherein the fuse bridge 6 is designed to melt if a defective local 
component overheats so that the electric contact is interrupted across the 
respective break or gap. 

12. (Previously presented) The printed circuit board (1. V) as claimed in claim 
11, 

wherein the melting point of the basic material is at least as high as the 
melting point of the solder used for placement of the printed circuit board 
(1)- 

13. (Previously presented) The printed circuit board (1.1') as claimed in claim 
11, 

wherein the fuse bridge (6) fully consists of metallic material. 

14. (Previously presented) The printed circuit txjard (1, V) as claimed in claim 
13, 

wherein the metallic material comprises tin or any tin alloy. 

-2- 
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15. (Previously presented) The printed circuit board (1, 1') as claimed in claim 
11. 

wherein the fuse bridge (6) is connected to material of the strip conductor 
in a conductive fashion by means of the solder used in the soldering 
process. 

16. (Previously presented) The printed circuit board (1, V) as claimed in claim 
11, 

wherein the fuse bridge (6) is shaped in such a way that it can be fed to a 
' conventional pick-and-place machine in a taped and magazined fashion. 

17. (Previously presented) The printed circuit board (1, 1') as claimed in claim 
11. 

wherein the fuse bridge (6) rs manufactured by severing from a wire or a 
sheet-metal strip. 

18. (Previously presented) The printed circuit board (1, V) as claimed in claim 
11, 

wherein the basic material for manufacturing the fuse bridge (6) is coated 
with a layer made of a material out of the group consisting of tin, any tin 
alloy, gold, and passivated copper. 

19. (Previously presented) The printed circuit board (1, 1') as claimed in claim 
11, 

wherein adjacent supplying strip conductors (2) are separated from each 
other by recesses (1 2). 

20. Cancel 
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